Studies on the surface properties of hybrid cells. III. A membrane glycoprotein found on the surface of a wide range of malignant cells.
We report here the presence of a glycoprotein of apparent molecular mass 90000 daltons on the surface of membranes of malignant cells, which is absent or very much reduced on the surface of non-malignant cells. This glycoprotein is rich in sialic acid and appears to be sensitive to the concentration of cAMP under certain conditions. Analysis of the labelled sugars present in the glycoproteins of cells metabolically labelled with [14C]glucosamine suggests that all the enzymes necessary for the conversion of the tracer precursor into the sugars normally found to be labelled are present in both the malignant and the non-malignant cells.